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take owing to the heavy traffic during the
war years cutting the roads up so much, on
top of which there has been the effect of the
excessively wet seasons during the past two
years. I trust the Government will extend
the necessary help so that the country roads
may he repaired and restored to their pre-
vious satisfactory condition. At the present
time that task is far beyond the capacity of
any road board in the country districts.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 5.29 p.m.

7ileislatiln Council.
2'nesdavq. 26th November, 1946.

E9lection of President .. .. ..
Preentation or Prestient-eleet .................
Motion : Obituary, the President. the late Ron. S

Cornell .. .. .. .. .. .
Ad'ounent, 0perisi

PAUFI
2153
2154

2TS4
2157

Pursuant to notice, the H1ouse met at
2.30 p.m.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk of Parliaments reported that,
owing to the death of the President, Hon.
James Cornell, the office of President was
vacant and it was therefore necessary for
members to elect one of their number t, that
office.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson-West) ( 2.31] : I move-

That H-on. Harold Seddon do take the Chair
in the Council as President,

HON. L, B. BOLTON (Metropolitan):
I have pleasure in seconding the alotioll.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South)
[2.32]:- It is my very sad duty to
oppose the election of 'Mr. Seddon :is,

President and I make no apologies for
,jo doing. Some iliac ago a motion
was passed by this House calling upon

[78]

me to leave the Chamber. It was not pass-ed
in conformity with the Standing Orders of
this House, and Mr. Seddon was one who
supported it. If Mr. Seddon as an ordinary
member could not interpret the Standing
Orders then, I fail to see how he will be
able to interpret them any better as Presi-
dent. Mr. Seddon had an opportunity, after
due and requisite notice bad been given under
the Standing Orders, to consider the wrong
done by following the misinterpretation of
the Standing Orders by the late President.

But did he do sof Yes, he said he knew
that he had voted wrongly, but he did not
have the courage of his opinions, as had
seven other members of the House, to admit
that the Standing Orders were not carried
out in my ease. I amn thankful to say that
all the Labour members in this House, apart,
from the Ministers and the Independent, also
admitted the fact. How can I be expected
to vote in favour of a motion that Mr. Sed-.
don is a fit and proper person capable of
carrying out the Standing Orders of this
House when hie knew and admitted that he
was wrong?,

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do not talk such
atrocious rubbish!

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The lion. mem-
her had better rub his eye. Is it still sore?7
Mr. Seddon as well as the member with at
sore eye knew that he was wrong. I refused
to be a party to the meeting held eariice
today to decide who should be President, and
I know nothing of that meeting. I do know
that the meeting had no right to elect a
Chairman of Committees; still it has done
so, I shall have something to say on that
later. I have already drawn the attention
of members to the fact that what is saute
for the turkey is goat's milk for me. Any
member of this House who cannot interpret
the Standing Orders will not receive my
support. If he does not carry' out the Stand.
ing Orders-and they were not carried out
in my case-retribution ust come to the
man that brought it on rae.

I "'as wrongly outed front the Chamber,
and the hion. miembier wvho is now to bie elected
President admitted it. Yet hie dlid not have
courage ennugh to get uip and do what other
members. dlid, namnely, s-upport the motion
that the record of the suspension be ex-
puinged from the minutes, T know,Mr

2153



rCOUNCIIS.1

Leake, that you are in an unenviable Posi-
tion in that you have no control whatsoever
over me, but while understanding that, 1
have no desire to take advantage of it. If I
could only get someone to consent to nom-
ination against the hon. member, I would
do so.

Hon. G. B. Wood:- Give it a try!
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMNS: As the hon.

member tried to get 6Sd. an acre from the
poor- old orchardists? That shows how pai.try
the lion. member is. Once more I enter my
protest against this appointment being
made. If 1 were wrong in the first place,
this Rouse was very wrong in the second
place. I draw attention to this fact thatF
have been in the House 18 years and duringr
that time 18 members have dlied and only
one of them was a Labour mnan. From these
acts of the good Lord, members may draw
their own conclusions. Summed up, the
position is that I do not want to see any-
body elected to such a position in this House,
a. position in which he has to interpret the
Standing Orders, if he is not capable of
doing so.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: In your opinion.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am merely ex-

pressing may own opinion- I am not speak-
ing for the hon. member and should not like
to do so. In fact, I should not like to be
in his place. Mr. Seddon has still to answer
the question why, after voting wrongly in
the first place, he did not have the couraTge
to reverse his vote when he knew he was
wrong. That is my opinion, too. Well, mem-
bers may proceed with the election. There
is no motion to be put: even now members
apparently do not know the Standing
Orders.

Hon. H. SEDIDON: I appreciate the
honour that has been conferred upon me
and, submit myself to the Council.

No other member having been proposed,
and Hon. ff. Seddon having been conducted
to the Chair by the mover and seconder of
the motion,

The PRESIDENT-ELECT: I desire to
express my appreciation of the confidence
members have shown by electing me to the
position of President of the Legislative
Council. I feel it is a responsibility that
any man would accept with a considerable
amount of reluctance because I realise that
those who have preceded me in the office,
have filled the position with dignity and

with the respect of all Who have sat tinder
them. I can only hope that I shall be able
to come somewhere near to their sucecess in
carrying out the duties of this high office.
I appreciate the honour members have been
kind enough to confer on me.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
inform the House that His Excellency the
Lient.-G-overnor will be pleased to receive
thle I'rerideat-elect forthwith.

Sitting suspended from 2.40 to 3.17 p.m.

PRESENTATION oF PRESIDENT-
ELECT.

THE PRESIDENT: I desire to inform
the rouse that I have waited upon and have
been prcsented to His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor as Prcsiident-eleet of the Legisla-
tive Council, and His Excellency has been
pleased to signify his ap~provnl of the choice
of the C611ncil.

MOTION-OBITUARY.

The President, the Late Hon.. James Cornell.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson-West) [3.18].: It is with very
deep regret that I have to advise the House
of the passing of our President, the late
Hon. James Cornell, In consequence I de-
sire to move, without notice, the following
motion -

That this House desires to place oni record
its sincere appreciatioin of the services rendered
to the State by its late President, the Ron-
James Cornell, who at the time of his passing
was a member for the South Province; and to
express its deep sympathy with the members
of his family in the irreparable loss they have
sustained by his decease; and that the Presi-
dent be asked to convey the foregoing resolu-
tion to the members of his family.

Our late President considered himself a
colleague and friend of every member of
this House, and he was at all times eager to
render a full measure of advice and assist-
ance to members in the work of this C ham-
her. Hie will be miissed. He occupied the
high position of President for oly a few
months, and to him goes the melancholy
distinction of beinz the first President of the
Legislative Council to pass away while the
House was in session,

The late President had led a full and use-
fit] life. Born in Victoria in 1874, he wao,
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interested in politics at an early aW and
shlortly after arriving in Western Australia,
at the age of 22 years, began to take an
active part in 'the industrial life of the
Eastern Goldfields, from which he radui-
ated to Parliament as a member for the
South Province. He was conscientious and
a man of strong convictions. He weas at all
times prepared to stand by these convictions,
no matter what the consequences might be.
He saw service oversea in the 1914-18 War
and ever since had been closely associated
with the Returned Soldiers' League, having
been a member of the State executive of
that body for 26 years. He was also a
foundation member of the Boulder sub-
branch of the R.S.L. In addition, he repre-
sented the league outside Australia, as he
was one of three Australian delegates to the
British Empire Service League Conference
in 1921 and also a representative in 1925.

His parliamentary life was long and ef-
fective, and he gained the highest position
that the House could offer him. He was a
member of the Legislative Council for .34
years, over 20 of which he served as Chair-
man of Committees, and his experience and
knowledge were of the utmost value. His
interest in the advancement of the gold-
mining, industry is reflected in many ways,
and the South Province has lost one who
Was always active in its interests. I hope
that the grief of his family wvill to some
extent he assuaged by knowledge of the
respect inl which lie was held, and of thQ!
important part he played in the affairs of
the State.

HON. o. r. BAXTER (East) [3.23]; 1
support the Chief Secretary's remarks. The
House has lost a very useful mnember-one
whose whole heart and soul were in) politics
and the public life of this State. I feed I
amt right in saying that every member has
lost a close and lovable friend. My know-
ledge of the late honourable gentleman goes,
back to the early Goldifields dlays when youth
was playing its part. 'Mr. Cornell joined in
every forward move that was made, with that
zest which hie exhibited so thoronghily in this
House. His efforts were finally rewarded by
his being returned to Parliament, and dur-
ing his period here he was a wonderful ac-
quisition, especiall -y from the point of view
of the Goldfields and more particularly of
the miners.

In the period of his political life, there
was a revolution in the application of law
to the miners of this State--something that
was long overdue-and Air. Cornell's know-
ledge of the mines anid of the diseases asso-
ciated with miningm was of immense value in
the framing of Legislation which, to a very
large extent, relieved the sufferings of
nianv occasioned by their work in the
mines. Those people owe a lot to our late
friend. Mr. Cornell had a wide experience
of industrial matters before coming to West-
ern Australia. He had an acquaintance with
shearing and other types of work that ably
fitted him to deal with industrial legislation.
After his arrival on the Goldflelds, he took
a very active part in industrial matters;
and as a consequence came to this House
fortified witbi a knowledge that proved very
valuable in the framing of legislation which
has done so much to p~lae wage earners on a
much better footing, than that which pre-
viously prevailed.

Our late colleague had a very friendly dis-
position. He was ever ready to assist any
member with his advice, and in other ways;
and ha was always prepared, with that kind
heart of his, to help people outside the politi-
eel arena altogether. A lot of the kindness
lie extended was never known to the public
at large. As a friend lie was loyal to a de-
greo, and he was a lovable friend, too. I
have had cause to say that over a long period
of years. We will miss him very greatly.
We have had many losses in this House of
men who helped to a considerable extent to
frame the laws uinder which wve are operat-
ing successfully today. Mr. Cornell was one
of the leading members in that respect. I
feel pleased that prior to being taken from
us he attained the highest office it was pos-
sible for him to fill in this House. There
is sonic little compensation in that thought.
It is not, however, very much comfort to his'
famlily,

Our sympathies. go out to Mrs. Cornell
who, over a period of years, was his right
hand. She was a wonderful woman to him.
and kept him in reasonable health. I think
that without her backing and knowledge, we
would not have had our late friend with us
for as long. as we did. Unfortunately the
time came when even her training, experience
and knowledge could not overt the inevitablea
end, We regret that very much indeed. Mr.
Cornell's son has been a very great credit
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to'him, lie, in turn, had a father to whom
he can look haek with love and affection-
one who did everything that was possible
to establish him in a sphere where he could
meet with success; and I hope that he will
one day take part in the public life of this
State, thus following in his father's foot-
steps. I support the motion of condolence
to the widow and family of our late member
in the irreparable loss they have sustained
in the death of a wvonderful husband and a
loving and eonsiderate father,

R ON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politun) [3.291 : 1 would like to support the
motion. The late M1r. Cornell and I entered
this Chamher together for the flirst timie
nearly .35 years ago and for several years
we occupied adjoining seats. Although then
of opposite political parties, we established
an enduring friendship, and I conceived a
warm and growing admiration for his many
sterling qualities. I deeply sympathise wit
the members of his family in their sad and
sudden bereavement.

HON. W. J. MANNI (South-West)
[3.30]: 1 wish to support the motion. My
knowledge of the late Mr. Cornell goes back
over many years, and I feel that he was al-
ways very frank, candid and straightfor-
ward, and he brought to this Chamber a
strength of character that wits of consider-
able benefit to all. His knowledge of par-
liamentary procedure was outstanding, and
he was a guide and friend to all. He was
always ready to give of his knowledge and
to help with his experience. He was one of
old school, now rapidly passing, and, while
we are the richer for having associated with
him, we are the poorer for his loss.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[3.31] : 1 also would like to pay a tribute to
the memory of our departed friend and
President, a man who grew old in giving ser-
vice to his fellowmen and to those in Parlia-
ment. His widow and son can say, as we all
can, that while Jimiei Cornell was here he
did his; duty faithfully and well, and was a
friend to everyone. Since I came to this
House I found him helpful on all occasions.
I echo the sentiments expressed by previous
speakers and am glad that he occupied the
highest position in this Hou-se. To recall
that he came here a young man, untried and

unknown, and passed, while occupying the
highest position that the Legislative Council
could bestow upon him, is a wonderful tri-
bute to his personality. I am sure that
every member in this House sincerely synm-
pathises with his widow and his son. As Mr.
Mann has said, this Chamiber is the poorer
for the loss of his experience.

HON. 0. BENNETTS (South) [3.33]:
I support the remarks of the Chief Sec-
retary. Our late friend, Jimmy Cornell,
was a member for the South Province, which
is the o 'ne that I represent, and I wish to
express the sympathy of the people living
in that district. I knew our late President
on the Goldfields for a long- time, and when
I wvas elected to this House I received every
assistance from him. He also showed a
friendly spirit towards me during my cam-
paign, and it is very nice to see such an
attitude displayed by a member on the op-
posite side of the House. As President, he
was fair to each and every member, and
that says a lot for him. T am pleased to
lie able to add my quota of sympathy.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [3.34]: 1
would like to express a word of condolence.
On behalf of my colleagues, I extend deepest
sympathy to Mrs. Cornell and George. I
support the motion.

THE PRESIDENT [3.35]: The well-
deserved tributes that have been extended
this afternoon to Mr. Cornell are, I am sure,
supported by every member present. We
all feel that we have suffered an individual
loss. I personally was associated with him for
ninny years, He was a very close and strong
friend, and was always a tower of strength in
guiding us in matters of parliamentary pro-
cedure. We extend our condolences to Mrs.
Cornell who was, in every sense of the
term, a most loyal and sympathetic help-
mate to him during his parliamentary life.
Mr. Cornell was associated with many
works, but I think that one of the moat
useful services he rendered was when he
made a trip to South Africa in order to
obtain information which became the
foundation of the legislation dealing with
the evils associated with miner's pbthisis.
I am sure Mr. Cornell's memory will be
ssociated with~that work for many years.

He was extremely sympathetic towards all
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those who had to battle for their liv-
ing, and he showed that sympathy on many
occasions when industrial legislation was
before this House. He was undoubtedly
one of the leaders in regard to parliamen-
tary practice, and we felt that in his hands
the dignity of the House and the carrying
out of parliamentary procedure were safe.
We all realise that when 'Mr. Cornell at-
tained the position of President of this
Chamber he had achieved his ambition, and,
I think, associated with that ambition was
the desire to show that, because of the
democratic principle which underlies all
our Australian institutions, it is possible
for any man, no matter how low or handi-
capped his start in life may have been, to
attain by hard work, determination and
fine ideals, the highest position in the
the power of the Legislative Council to
bestow. I fee! that we have lost a good
servant of the people, and I know that
members will join with me when I say that
we have lost a most loyal friend.

Question put and passed; members stand-
ing.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson-West): As a mark of respect to
our late President, I move-

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

Rouse adjouerned at 3.39 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

OBITUARY-PRESIDENT oF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The Laite Hou. Jaines Cornell.

THE PREDUER (Hon. F. J. S9. Wise-
Onascoyne) [4.32]: 1 desire to refer in this
House to the death of the President of the
Legislative Council, the Hlon. Jimies Cor-nel,
With tile passing of Mr. Cornell a very long
public career has conmc to a close. I[e 'I Ohad
been a member of tile Legislative Counvil
since ;May, 1912, almost 35 years since lie
wns flirst elected for the South Province. For
20 years prior to his elevationi to i lie Pm-esi-
dency of the Legislative Council lie wai
Chairman of Committees, and it was obvious
that his long parliamentar y service was re-
cognised, a few months ago, by, his colleagues,
when lie received at their hiands preferment
to the position of Pres ident of the Legis-
lative Council. I think, as a personal de-
sire, it would have beenl the sumimit of his
ambition to live to be the occupant (it the
Chair of President of the Legislative Coun-
cii.

The late Mr. Cornell had a very wide
knowledge of parliamentary affairs and it
was his desire always to assist those junior
to him in matters pertaining to the conduct
of Parliament, and in parliamentary pro-
cedure. In addition to his parliamentary
life, the late Mr. Cornell took a very
active part in matters affecting the Re-
turned Soldiers' League, and in fact he
represented that body at two conferences
oversaa Quite apart from his fellow mem-
bers, of Parliament, there will be a great
many others in a wide variety of activi-
ties who will mourn his passing and I hope,
Mr. Speaker, that a motion that I will
move will be carried in this House and that
o message from this House will go out to
his widow and to his son in this, their
time of sadness. I move-

That the House desires to plnce upon its
records its profound sense of the loss sustained
in the passing of the late Honourable James
Cornell, M.L.C., President of the Legislative
Council, and that an expression of the sint-
cerest sympathy of members be eon reyed to
his widow and family by Mr. Speaker.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.34]: I de-
sire to second this motion, Mr. Speaker,
because I feel it is one that this Assembly
should carry without the slightest ques-
tion. The late 'Mr. James Cornell was a


